
NOTICE TO MARINERS

Issue Date: 12th May, 2015

Western Link Project

Pre-mattressing operation in the Irish Sea

Mariners are advised that prior to Western Link HVDC cable installation activities there is a

requirement to install mattresses as a means of protection and separation over existing crossing with

cables and pipelines at eight locations along the Western Link Project route (see Figure 2 and Table

1). The installation of the mattresses will commence around the 1 June 2015 in the Wirral area

progressing north with an expected completion by 10 June 2015.

The mattress installation operations work will be carried out by Deep Ocean 1 UK using Surf Ranger

(IMO 9064657; Call Sign V7FU2) multi-purpose vessel.

During such times the vessels will have restricted ability to manoeuvre and other vessels are

requested to pass at a safe speed and distance.

The vessel will monitor VHF Channel 16 at all times.

Surf Ranger



Project Description

The Western Link Project consists of installing two 600 kV DC submarine cables in the Irish Sea from

Ardneil (Scotland) to Wirral (England) for a total route length of about 385 km (Figure 3). The cables

will usually be laid as two separate cables approximately 30 metres apart at crossings the cables will

be laid in close proximity to each other.

A mattress installation vessel, Surf Ranger will utilise an ROV to install the mattresses at each of the

eight locations with the following sequence of operations.

Pre-installation survey

Starting from South a pre- installation survey will be performed at each location prior to the

undertaking of any mattress installation activities to confirm the positions of the cable and pipeline by

detection & tracking system mounted on an ROV.

Mattresses Installation

Following positive location of the crossing, the Surf Ranger will deploy the mattresses of an over-

trawlable design installed as a single layer, using a frame operated by ROV. This process will be

repeated to construct the crossing specification before moving to the next crossing location

progressing north along the Western Link HVDC Route.

Figure 1 – Mattress installation arrangement

Post-installation survey

Following the installation of the mattresses a post-installation survey by ROV will be carried out to

confirm the mattresses have been positioned as set out in the design.



Figure 2 –Western Link HVDC cable route and pre-installed mattress locations



Table 1 – Pre-installed mattress locations

Easting Northing Latitude Longitude

1 Scotland_North-Ireland_2_Cable_IS 336823 6090496 54° 56.083'N 005° 32.823'W 149 5 103,747

2 MOYLE_Interconnector_North_Cable_IS 337099 6089922 54° 55.779'N 005° 32.545'W 151 3 104,388

3 Scotland_to_Northern_Ireland_(SNIP)_Pipeline_IS 337929 6088285 54° 54.913'N 005° 31.714'W 148 3 106,225

4 LANIS_3_(3)_Cable_IS 338976 6086206 54° 53.814'N 005° 30.664'W 139 1 108,563

5 Scotland-North_Ireland_1_Cable_IS 351058 6062757 54° 41.405'N 005° 18.647'W 157 5 136,437

6 Manx-Northern_Ireland_Cable_IS 358485 6015925 54° 16.299'N 005° 10.394'W 115 3 186,916

7 ESAT2_Cable_IS 446485 5951362 53° 42.492'N 003° 48.646'W 39 5 323,159

PL_1030_Pipeline_IS 461493 5930815 53° 31.491'N 003° 34.852'W 30 350,058

PL_1032/1033_Pipeline_IS 461506 5930814 53° 31.490'N 003° 34.840'W 30 350,071
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Contact Details:

Further enquiries should be addressed to the following contacts:

AWJ Marine Jim Andrews
(who will also coordinate the Fisheries liaison for this operation)
jim@awjmarine.co.uk
Office: +44 (0) 845-880-2540,
Mobile: +44 (0) 7908-225865,

Prysmian Project Manager Alberto Pirovano
alberto.pirovano@prysmiangroup.com
Office: +39 02 6449 33590
Mobile: +39 335 5962819

Deep Ocean Project Manager Martin Haynes
MHaynes@deepoceangroup.com
Office: +44 (0)1325 390 640
Mobile: +44 (0) 7872 636 042

Surf Ranger Master master.surfranger@goseaenergy.com
+44 (0)1224 672579



Distribution List:

abat@eircom.net jon.ford@cw.com

admin@welshsailing.org jon.ford@vodafone.com

Alan.Gibson@marinemanagement.org.uk jonwarren@merseywharf.co.uk

alana.murphy@rya.org.uk josefhanik@wirral.gov.uk

alasdair.wilkie@hiberniaatlantic.com Joyce.johnson@mcga.gov.uk

Alec.keep@mcga.gov.uk keith.3.brooks@bt.com
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bryan.davies@heyshamport.com mail@liverpoolmarina.com

businessdevelopmentdepartment3@wales.gsi.gov.uk marine.operations.centre@gov.im

caroline.price@rya.org.uk, , marine.team@bt.com

CETI@Centrica.com Mark.Wilber@external.eni.com

Charlie.Mawer@clydeport.co.uk mark.woodward@steampacket.com

chris.clark@gov.im markthomas@wirral.gov.uk

christopherkeogh@transport.ie maurice.smith@esbi.com

'claire.storey@naturalengland.org.uk' mdurcan@bge.ie

clive.lane@mcga.gov.uk Michael.Brew@gov.im

clyde.coastguard@mcga.gov.uk michael.moore9@btinternet.com

colin.brown@mcga.gov.uk mick.mcguckin@mutual-energy.com
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crousing@rya.co.uk n.lauder@sff.co.uk

d.obrien@cil.ie natkinson@abports.co.uk

dale.rodmell@nffo.org.uk navigation.directorate@thls.org

MerseyMarineManagers@Peelports.com navigation@nlb.org.uk

danny.everitt@mscuk.com neil.wellum@marinemanagement.org.uk

dannyobrien@bge.ie nkelly@doehle-iom.com

david.crowther@centrica.com norman.leece@mezeron.com

DEandT@wales.gsi.gov.uk nridehalgh@abports.co.uk

DeshWebCorrespondence@Wales.GSI.Gov.UK 'nwplanning@naturalengland.org.uk'

dlw@seatruckgroup.co.uk osbornted@aol.com

doe.iemonitoring@doeni.gov.uk paul.o'rourke@eirgrid.com

doug.percy@transsectormarine.co.uk paul.townsend@mcga.gov.uk

dtd@cumbriasfc.fsnet.co.uk peter.hodgetts@thecrownestate.co.uk

econsentsadmin@scotland.gsi.gov.uk peter.jamieson@virginmedia.co.uk

emmet.mcfadden@mutual-energy.com peter.jordan@sse.com

emmet.mcfadden@mutual-energy.com portcontrol@stenaline.com

EnergyConsents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk robert.floyd@wales.gsi.gov.uk

enquiries@drdni.gov.uk Robert.Whiteley@naturalengland.org.uk

erecrya@talktalk.net Ron.Bailey@clydeport.co.uk



fisheries@wales.gsi.gov.uk s.alexander@sff.co.uk

Fleet.Operations@POferries.com s.atkins@nw-ifca.gov.uk

freighthelp@poferries.com scalden@dsml.co.uk

gedherby@wirral.gov.uk sff@sff.co.uk

graeme.proctor@mcga.gov.uk sprince@dsml.co.uk

Gurpal.Ghotra@mutual-energy.com stephen.hemphill@mutual-energy.com

hannah.birtles@naturalengland.org.uk steve.davie@xodusgroup.com

hcdfiles@ukho.gov.uk steve.gallimore@merseydocks.co.uk

hdcf@ukho.gov.uk Stevie.travis@mcga.gov.uk

hdcfiles@ukho.gov.uk stliv@dongenergy.co.uk

helen.elphick@thecrownestate.co.uk stuart.carruthers@rya.org.uk

holyheadcoastguard@mcga.gov.uk Tariq.Amin@eni.com

hq@stratmarine.com tony@ramsey-steamship.com

ian@dickies.co.uk vanoc@dongenergy.co.uk

ianre@dongenergy.co.uk vts.portoperations@merseydocks.co.uk

info.uk@stenaline.com wag-en@mailuk.custhelp.com

info@clydeport.co.uk walneytraffic@dongenergy.dk

info@mezeron.com will.calderbank@portofmostyn.com

info@m-h-a.co.uk WM.Belfast@mcga.gov.uk

info@rnli.org.uk WM.clyde@mcga.gov.uk

info@whitehavenhc.org.uk wm.holyhead@mcga.gov.uk

information@detini.gov.uk wm.liverpool@mcga.gov.uk

iomfishermen@manx.net wm_holyhead@mcga.gov.uk

jim@awjmarine.co.uk Wm_liverpool@mcga.gov.uk

jmichel@north-ayrshire.gov.uk wyn.parry@stenaline.com

john.bateman@shell.com XASCO@dongenergy.co.uk

johnentwistle@wirral.gov.uk xmrob@dongenergy.dk


